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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This allowance is in response to the pre-appeal brief filed on: 04/29/10, and an 
Examiner-initiated Interview on: 06/08/10. 

2. Claims 14-16, 18-20, 22-37, 48-49, 51, 52, 54-56, 58-60, and 62-67 are pending. 
Claims 1-13, 17, 21, 38-47, 50, 53, 57, and 61 are cancelled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mark E. Wilinski on June, 08 2010. 

Replace entire Claim 1 with : 
14. An apparatus comprising: 
a memory; 

a communications interface configured to connect to a user device through a 
communication network; and 

a processor configured to: 

control storage, in the memory, of at least one image received from the 
user device through the communication network, each received image having 
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associated metadata categorizing said image according to at least two schemes, 
wherein 

said at least two schemes include at least one of an image date, an 
image location and one or more image subjects, and 

each image is stored in a database in the memory, the database 
including at least one virtual folder corresponding to each of the at least two metadata 
schemes, each image being stored in a single location within the memory, each virtual 
folder including a pointer to the image location; 

identify a calendar entry in a calendar application based on the image date 
of the at least one image; 

provide a suggestion for entering a metadata subject field of the at least 
one image based on the calendar entry; 

control providing of a user interface with the at least one virtual folder 
corresponding to each of the at least two metadata schemes; 

control displaying in the user interface simultaneous indications of years, 
months and days that are available for sequential user selection; 

control displaying of an indication of the selectable years for which there 
are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated year; 

control displaying of an indication of the selectable months for which there 
are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated month; and 

control displaying of an indication of the selectable days for which there 
are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated day. 
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Replace entire Claim 48 with : 

48. A machine-readable medium having machine-executable instructions that, 
when executed, cause a machine to perform: 

controlling storage of images transmitted through a communication 
network in a memory, each image having associated metadata categorizing said image 
according to at least two schemes, wherein 

said at least two schemes include at least one of an image date, an 
image location and one or more image subjects, and 

the images are stored in a database having at least one virtual 
folder corresponding to each of the at least two metadata schemes, a copy of each 
image being stored in a single location within the memory, each virtual folder including a 
pointer to the image location, 

identifying a calendar entry in a calendar application based on the image 
date of at least one image, 

providing a suggestion for entering a metadata subject field of the at least 
one image based on the calendar entry, 

controlling providing of a user interface with the at least one virtual folder, 

controlling displaying in the user interface simultaneous indications of 
years, months and days that are available for sequential user selection, 

controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable years for which 
there are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated year, 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/651 ,21 1 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2178 

controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable months for which 
there are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated month, and 

controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable days for which 
there are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated day. 

Replace entire Claim 54 with : 

54. A method comprising: 

storing images in a database in a memory, each image having associated 
metadata categorizing said image according to at least two schemes, the database 
including at least one virtual folder corresponding to each of the at least two metadata 
schemes, a copy of each image being stored in a single location within the memory, 
each virtual folder including a pointer to the image location, 

identifying, by a processor, a calendar entry in a calendar application 
based on an image date of at least one image, 

providing a suggestion for entering a metadata subject field of the at least 
one image based on the calendar entry, 

controlling providing of a user interface with the at least one virtual folder, 

controlling displaying in the user interface simultaneous indications of 
years, months and days that are available for sequential user selection, 

controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable years for which 
there are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated year, 
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controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable months for which 
there are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated month, and 

controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable days for which 
there are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated day. 

Replace entire Claim 64 with : 

64. An apparatus comprising: 
a memory; 

a communications interface configured to connect to a user device through a 
communication network; and 

a processor configured to: 

store, in the memory, at least one image received from the user device 
through the communication network, each received image having associated metadata 
categorizing said image according to at least two schemes, wherein said at least two 
schemes include at least one of an image date, an image location and one or more 
image subjects, and each image is stored in a database in the memory, the database 
including at least one virtual folder corresponding to each of the at least two metadata 
schemes, each image being stored in a single location within the memory, and each 
virtual folder including a pointer of the each image to the image location, wherein the 
processor is configured to identify, after selection of an image in one virtual folder by a 
user, other images having metadata in common with the selected image, wherein the 
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common metadata is metadata other than the metadata utilized to initially create the 
virtual folder, 

identify a calendar entry in a calendar application based on the image date 
of the at least one image; 

provide a suggestion for entering a metadata subject field of the at least 
one image based on the calendar entry, 

control providing a user interface with the at lease one virtual folder; 

control displaying in the user interface simultaneous indications of years, 
months and days that are available for sequential user selection; 

control displaying an indication of the selectable years for which there are 
stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated year; 

control displaying an indication of the selectable months for which there 
are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated month; and 

control displaying of an indication of the selectable days for which there 
are stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated day. 

Replace entire Claim 65 with : 

65. A method comprising: 

storing images in a database in a memory, each image having associated 
metadata categorizing said image according to at least two schemes, the database 
including at least one virtual folder corresponding to each of the at least two metadata 
schemes, a copy of each image being stored in a single location within the memory, 
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each virtual folder including a pointer to the image location, wherein processor is 
configured to identify, after selection of an image in one virtual folder by a user, other 
images having metadata in common with the identified image, wherein the common 
metadata is metadata other than the metadata utilized to initially create the virtual 
folder, 

identifying, by a processor, a calendar entry in a calendar application based on 
an image date of at least one image, 

providing a suggestion for entering a metadata subject field of the at least one 
image based on the calendar entry, 

controlling providing of a user interface with the at least one virtual folder, 

controlling displaying in the user interface simultaneous indications of years, 
months and days that are available for sequential user selection, 

controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable years for which there are 
stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated year, 

controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable months for which there are 
stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated month, and 

controlling displaying of an indication of the selectable days for which there are 
stored images having metadata corresponding to an indicated day. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 14-16, 18-20, 22-37, 48-49, 51, 52, 54-56, 58-60 and 62-67 are allowed. 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to the independent claims 1, 48, 54, 64, and 65, they now 
include language that clarifies how a metadata subject field for an image is 
suggested to the user. More specifically, the "suggestion for a metadata subject 
field", is more specifically clarified to explain that the suggestion is for entering a 
metadata subject field for an image. The clarification of the language 
differentiates the current independent claims from the database calendar 
applications cited in the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to WILSON TSUI whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7596. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen S. Hong/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 2178 

/Wilson Tsui/ 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2178 
June 15, 2010 



